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First Reminder 

THE PONDERINGS FROM PASTOR RICK 

 

Light Versus Dark 

"This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to 
you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all." 

1 John 1:5  

 It is now officially Fall. Summer is over. We enter the month of October 
and this means our daylight hours are diminishing rapidly. I don't 
know about you, but I do not like the idea of diminishing daylight. I am 
a morning person and love it when the sun is coming over the horizon 
at 5;30 AM and it stays light well into the evening. As the sun fades into 
the western skies I seem to fade as well. The energy I had at the begin-
ning of the day goes away quickly once darkness creeps over the land-
scape. Don't get me wrong, I love Fall with its cooling temperatures and 
colors. I just do not like it getting dark earlier and earlier as move to-
ward December 21 and the start of Winter along with the freezing tem-
peratures. But there is not a lot we can do about it.   In 1 Corinthians 
12:14-27 (I encourage you to read it), Paul is encouraging the 
church (the Body) to be a unit functioning to-gether. And by 
the way, with "no division" (v.25). All of you are in this church for 
a special purpose. ALL are very important and have important roles to 
fulfill. "But God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, 
just as He desired." (V.18).  

 In the above verse from 1 John, the writer John, states that God is 
Light with no darkness in Him at all. In the gloomy and dark times of 
our lives, we need to look at Him, the Lord Jesus Christ, "the Light of 
the world." Why? Because He always brings light into our dark mo-
ments.  

Phillip Bliss, the author of the old hymn, "The Light of the World Is Je-
sus," states in verse 2; "No darkness have we who in Jesus abide...We 
walk in the Light when we follow our Guide - Why? "The Light of the 
world is Jesus." the chorus goes on to say, "Come to the Light tis shin-
ing on thee! Sweetly the Light has dawned upon me; Once I was blind 
but now I can see - The Light of the world is Jesus." 

(Continued to page 2…) 

     

BIRTHDAYS 

• Michaela Timm-10/1 

• Mari Ann Kanzler-10/11 

• Kaitlyn Shallenberger-
10/12 

• Lucy Garcia-10/18 

• Elsie Conrad-10/20 

• Cheryl Engelhaupt-10/22 

• Payslee Smith 10/23 

• Champ Smith-10/26 

• Caleigh Holland-10/28 

• Grace Andrew-10/29 

• Chris Cawley-10/30 



(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

THE PONDERINGS FROM PASTOR RICK 

 

 Why is there so much darkness in the world today? Bliss stated in verse 1 of the hymn, "The whole world was lost in the dark-
ness of sin." There you go, sin! The light of Christ is simply not shining in millions of people. This year has had its share of 
darkness. Tragedies have occurred far too many times here in the United States due to mass killings. And in all these incidents 
the individuals committing these horrid crimes had deep down darkness and hatred within them. And sadly, it has stirred even 
further hatred among others toward leadership and community leaders for not doing anything about it. 

 How about you Christian, have these incidents of darkness stirred some hateful thoughts in your lives?  John also said if we act 
this way with sinful and hateful thoughts then we too "walk in darkness." It is a good thing to do some heartfelt soul searching 
to see how we truly feel about such things we witness. Because there should be no darkness at all in out lives. The one whom we 
follow, Jesus, the Light, has "no darkness at all" within Him. Darkness represents evil which Satan spreads in the world, and 
when we go down that road of evil darkness, hatred takes over along with lies and deception, etc. My Christian friends, don't go 
there. Follow the Light, Jesus. We cannot have both Light and darkness at the same time 

 For those of us who have a problem with the daylight hours shortening each day for a while, there is nothing we can do about 
it, just live with it. But remember we have the Light living within us. He will always shine within us in these dark days of Fall 
and Winter. 

Pastor Rick 

P.S. 

Thank you for all the birthday greetings this last month. I really appreciated all the kind gestures. 

Sermon Series: 

Will finish up the last of the series on "Making Your Lift Count" on October 6 (Joshua) 

The rest of October into November will beginning a Stewardship Series 
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“He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee; For my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

Money is a difficult subject for many to embrace. How a family 

spends the money they earn is a deeply personal matter. Although 

personal, it is also spiritual. Everything we have, not only do we owe 

to God, but originiated from the bounty of God’s blessings.  

II Corinithians 9:6 says “But I say, He which soweth sparingly shall 

reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also 

bountifully.” It is easy to say that God always supplies the needs of 

His own but sometimes that just feels like an excuse for not giving to 

God what belongs to Him.  

Consideration has been taken lately to church finances and giving 

has been down. There are several ways to give to the church and your 

giving allows those in service to continue providing to the church.  

Please pray carefully over your family’s finances and consider giving 

during regular Sunday attendance or online. Remember Jesus 

blessed the widow who gave all she could and admonished those who 

gave with loud money bags. Give for the right reasons and make a 

difference to those less fortunate.  

 

 

FIRST BAPTIST FATHERS MAKE A DIFFER-
ENCE TO THEIR DAUGHTERS.  

GIVING GENEROUSLY AND CHEERFULLY 

First Baptist Church Scottsbluff is 

a great example of strong men 

leading their families and chil-

dren in a strong Christian walk. 

September 29 was an awesome 

opportunity for the dads in our 

church to take their daughters to 

the Boot Stomp hosted by Miss 

Old West Balloon Fest. While this 

event was not a church sponsored 

event, it was a great opportunity 

for Tim Pate, Patrick Fleeman 

and Chris Smith to teach their 

daughters how to be strong Chris-

tian examples to their peers. The 

pictures tell the story. Thank you 

men for showing your children 

how to love God and have fun.   

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Rick Wheatley is 

serving First Baptist 

Scottsbluff on a part-time, 

transitional period. Office 

hours have changed to meet 

the part time definition.   

Pastor Rick would like the 

church family to know he 

remains committed to the 

spiritual needs of the 

church.  

Office hours are being ob-

served Monday-Wednesday 

from 9 A.M. until noon.  

Chris Smith remains Chair-

men of the Deacon Board 

and will be happy to assist 

with any concerns.  

Also, please feel free to 

leave a message on the 

church answering machine 

that is checked on a regular 

basis. 
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WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT, MAKES US 
CHRISTIANS, RIGHT? 

 

 

Who eats dinner with you at your house on a typical evening? Now consider if 

your enemy were to show up at your door hungry, tired and afraid. Would you 

turn him away? You may or you may not welcome his differences and learn how 

to love him as God loves him. Once the person departs from your home, have you 

honestly made a conscious effort to mend the wounds that have caused a rift?  

I was reviewing our mission at First Baptist Church and the last paragraph says, 

“We will seek to direct all our behavior in obedience to the Great Commandment 

– that we love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and our neighbors 

as ourselves. We will be honest and gentle in our dealings with all persons. We 

will seek the direction of the Holy Spirit in every matter, and when convinced that 

any personal attitude, habit, or activity is harmful to ourselves or others, we will 

make every effort to correct it.”  

Lately ministries at First Baptist Church have been heavily criticized because the 

people served were either not like those who regularly attend or the leaders of 

those ministries are leaving evidence of God’s work in a world in need of hope. I 

have personally heard quotes full of hate and contempt with quotes like “those 

people”. This is nothing new but I ask does it fulfill our mission? Is this some-

thing Jesus would say is a Christ like behavior? For we are all sinners and have 

fallen short of the glory of God. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace long suf-

fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: Against such there is 

no law. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another.  

There is a rift that can be mended. The issues of the church constitution and 

church ministries do not need to interfere with our Christian love towards one 

another. Bitterness, name calling and general mockery have no place at a table 

that should be filled with gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance.  

I pray that we learn to find the grace and mercy that is bestowed on us daily so 

that we may find forgiveness in our hearts towards our own church family.  Let’s 

find out how our differences can make us better Christians.    5 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Children’s Choir is begin-

ning a brand new curricu-

lum that focuses on fun 

and understanding the 

reasons why worship is 

important.  

The curriculum is called 

“Make Some Noise” from 

Life Way Ministries. The 

class is also being re-

named “The Son Risers”. 

The class is being led by 

Lacey Fleeman and Ka-

rissa Dennis. Marcia 

Shipley will also be avail-

able for piano assistance 

when we are getting ready 

for performances.  

Parents please bring your 

children on Sunday 

mornings so they can ful-

ly participate in choir af-

ter they get done with 

Sunday School. The chil-

dren’s choir is for Pre-K 

through 6th grade (based 

on current/entering 

grade level if summer 

break).   

Now that school has 

started we will spend a 

few more weeks studying 

praise before we begin 

working on our Christmas 

material.  

PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATION 

Thank you toall of you who have volunteered to take part in this very 

special ministry! Most times, you are the first one that people see when 

they walk into church. It is so important that you have a smile on your 

face, the love and joy of Jesus in your heart and be prepared with a hug 

or a handshake. Please be in place at the greeters table by 9:50 A.M. for 

when the first people arrive and plan to be at your post until 10:40 A.M. 

Do not forget to remind visitors to sign the guest book and introduce 

them to someone they can be friends with during the service. 

Romans 15:7 says “Therefore, welcome one another as Christ has wel-

comed you for the glory of God.” 

The schedule for Greeters at FBC Scottsbluff is as follows:  

 October 6-Karissa Dennis 

October 13-Mari Ann Kanzler 

October 20-Tim Pate 

October 27-Judee Heigel 

November 3-Grace Andrew 

November 10-Emmy Bartlett 

November 17 Equila McKibbon 

November 24-Jim Gross 

First Baptist Church is making a 

concerted effort to join the digital 

age to make information available 

to as many people as possible in 

the most effective manner. Part of 

those changes include making the 

prayer chain digital.  

Many of your have also expressed 

the digital changes (i.e. internet, 

text or e-mails) is not something 

you are comfortable with. That is 

ok! We want you to know the 

original prayer chain will contin-

ue with Betty Kanzler as the first 

point of contact. 

Betty Kanzler and Lacey Fleeman 

will continue to work together to 

make sure everyone is aware of 

prayer requests made to the 

church. First Baptist Church 

Scottsbluff is a church family that 

has witnessed the power first 

hand of the Holy Spirit through 

prayer and meditation. Please feel 

free to share your prayer con-

cerns. Also be aware details 

shared will be shared with others. 

If your request is on behalf of an-

other person please make sure 

they are ok with the details being 

shared.  

SERVICE OPPORTURNITY REMINDER-
GREETERS 

  6 



“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with 
praise…” Psalm 100:4 

 

 

“Have you ever thought about your eternal re-
ward? You know that crown that you will receive 
in heaven? As we live on earth we have opportu-
nities to receive an immediate reward in the 
form of praise or we can delay that reward and 
receive it from God in heaven. Jesus is very 
clear which one we should work for. 

 

MATTHEW 6:1,3 

Be careful not to practice your righteousness in 

front of others to be seen by them. If you do, 

you will have no reward from your Father in 

heaven… But when you give to the needy, do 

not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 

KEEP IT SUBTLE 
In today’s world, even the simplest act of kind-
ness goes viral on Facebook. Millions of people 
will watch a video of a semi-good deed and ap-
plaud it. Everything has to be noticed and 
praised. No good deed goes unpublished. Yet 
Jesus is very clear in the Sermon On the Mount 
that our acts of charity are to be in private. He 

uses the analogy of our left-hand not knowing 
what our right hand is doing. The act of kind-
ness is so subtle not even you notice it. Doing 
this will store up your eternal reward. 

 

DEFERRED REWARD 

We are working for a reward that is eternal. God 

has put that desire to be kind and do good 

works in your heart. We want to stand before 

Jesus and hear him say “Well done though good 

and faithful servant, enter into your reward.” 

We need to have a heavenly mindset when it 

comes to recognition. The reward deferred is 

always better than the immediate one. Now go 

and do them as if He was the only one in the 

audience watching. Work for your eternal re-

ward. 

THE FUNNY PAGE FBC STYLE 

YOUTH DEVOTIONAL—YOUR ETERNAL REWARD  

BY: CHUCK MUSSELWHITE  
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+6&version=NKJV
https://dailywalkdevotion.com/selfless-giving/


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
SCOTTSBLUFF  

Weekly Activities 

Sundays: 

Breakfast 7:30-9:00 

Sunday School 9-10 

Worship Service 10:30-12 

Mondays: 

Topical Bible Study (Verlie Wagner’s 

Home) 6:30 PM 

Wednesdays:  

Fellowship Meal 6:00 PM 

Choir 7:00 PM 

Praise Team 8 PM 

Fridays:  

Topical Bible Study  at First Baptist 

Church 6:30 PM 

Saturday Evening: 

Ages 5-15 Bible Study @ Arby’s  6PM 

 

       OUR COVENANT AS MEMBERS OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

Having been led by the Holy Spirit into a new relationship with God through faith in Je-

sus Christ, and having repented of our sins and trusted in Jesus for our salvation, we now 

commit ourselves to walk in newness of life.  

As members of one Body in Christ, we now know God’s grace and his claim on our lives. 

Therefore, we joyfully accept this Covenant as an expression of our faith, trusting the 

Holy Spirit to help us as we fulfill our Covenant to Christ and his Church  

We acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus over every area of our life, and the power of the 

indwelling Spirit to strengthen and direct us in all we do. We will seek to be faithful in 

personal prayer and Bible Study, to maintain a devotional life, and to educate our chil-

dren.  We agree to serve our brothers and sisters in Christ, and to remember each other in 

prayer. We will share each other’s joys and sorrows, and be patient with each other’s 

weaknesses and failures. We will be slow to criticize or take offense, but quick to ask and 

give forgiveness. We will be gracious in speech, and seek to build up one another through 

the expression of love in the Christian faith. In work and action, we will share our faith in 

Christ as opportunity allows, seeking the salvation of our relatives and friends.  

We will meet together regularly to worship, study, pray, and observe the ordinances of 

Baptism and Communion. We will seek the love and unity of the Holy Spirit in our fellow-

ship, encouraging one another in spiritual growth. Recognizing that our time, abilities 

and resources are all a trust from God, we will be faithful in stewardship, contributing 

regularly and cheerfully to support the ministry of our Church, to help the poor, and to 

spread the Gospel at home and around the world.  

We will seek to direct all our behavior in obedience to the Great Commandment – that we 

love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves. We 

will be honest and gentle in our dealings with all persons. We will seek the direction of the 

Holy Spirit in every matter, and when convinced that any personal attitude, habit, or 

activity is harmful to ourselves or others, we will make every effort to correct it.  

 

First Baptist Church of 
Scottsbluff 

3009 Avenue I 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska 69361-

4477 
 
 
 

Phone: (308) 635-2548 
 

Email: 
fbcscottsbluff@gmail.com 

 
Website: 

www.firstbaptistscottsbluff.com 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/
firstbaptistofscottsbluff 

FIRST REMINDER 
NEWSLETTER 


