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First Reminder
THE PONDERINGS WITH PASTOR BEN POOLE
I saw a post a while back that made me laugh. It said something to the
tune of, “Mom, is that offer to slap me into next year still on the table?”
We are nearing the middle of 2020, and the middle of the summer
months. The temperatures are hot, and so is the tension on our nation. It has been a year that will go down in the history books forever.
In a weird way, I am glad I get to be part of the history being made,
but at the same time getting rather tired of it all.
I know I am not alone in that, so my question to you is this…
How are you doing? No, I’m not looking for the “I’m good” statement
that even I am guilty of giving. I’m really asking how you are doing.
Are you overly stressed? About what? Are you depressed? Anxious?
Angry? Why? And what can I do to help?
How are you doing?
Don’t let that question slip by without really addressing it. Let it sink
in and begin to self-examine, to see how you are physically, emotionally, and spiritually. We as Christians need to be making an effort in
taking care of mind, body, and soul. And we all know that life is just
hard sometimes. We know there are going to be battles. That is the
mission the devil is on, to bring the battle to us, to break us down, to
whittle away at who we are in Christ.
Sometimes, we need to take a defensive approach, to stand behind
our shields. Sometimes, we need to allow the armor to do its job to
keep us safe, maybe even to get behind others who can take some of
those shots for us. We are all at different places, and we can be there
for each other to carry the load, and to deflect the arrows.
I believe that as we do that, we find rest, we seek God through His
Word, and find encouragement, we can then move from defensive to
offensive. We get our “Sword” and we go on the attack. We address
the sin, we fight against injustice, and temptations. We go to war. But
we don’t go alone. We bring an army with us.

It has been my prayer through this year, as we begin to build relationships, and friendships, that we
also build trust with one another. I know that can be hard, but as you fight the battles going on, I do
as well. We all need one another, to trust one another, so when I am not doing well, or you are really
struggling we can come confidently to each other and share our burdens, so we can help fight with
and for one another.
None of knows what the rest of this year will look like. To the world, I think it already looks quite
dim. There is this defeatist mentality. But, as Christians, I think we can see the world through the
eyes of Christ.
I will leave you with this…
“Don’t you say, ‘There are still four more months, then comes the harvest’? Listen to what I’m telling
you: Open your eyes and look at the fields, for they are ready for harvest. – John 4:35
Pastor Bent Poole

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord,
thoughts of peace and not evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV)

CHURCH HOURS

LOOKING AHEAD:
On Bended Knees and Humbled Hearts

As previously announced, and
even through the Covid-19 pandemic, Pastor Ben will maintain
regular office hours from 9 A.M.
to 1 P.M. Monday through
Thursday.
Please feel free to call the
church with questions, concerns
or prayer requests.
Church tithes can be dropped
off during regular office hours
as well or mailed to the church.

Pastor Ben’s information will be
listed at the bottom of this information. He does have two small
children. Please be considerate
and do not call later in the evening unless it is an emergency.
Church Phone:
(308)-635-2548
Pastor Ben’s Cell:
(308)-562-0089
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Contributed by Lacey Fleeman
This week has brought a
lot of questions about the
future and safety for our
children. As I sit here writing this column for this
month’s newsletter, I can’t
help but be excited about
our future and filled with
hope.
One of my favorite verses
in the Bible is Hebrews
11:1. The verse says “Now
faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen
(NKJV).” I was fifteen
years old and volunteering
at a Christian camp for
kids with special needs
and disabilities. The beautiful, little girl that was my
assigned camper for the
week was completely dependent on a wheelchair,
couldn’t speak, see or hear.

My job was to involve her
with all the activities and
teach her about Jesus.
How many fifteen year
olds do you know that can
communicate well, much
less in sign language to
someone who is completely disabled? God gave me
this verse to use with her
in my moment of crying
out for help. I found my
knees in that moment and
surrendered to the will of
the Holy Spirit to work
through me.
God taught through me
how to give her the Bible
and the hope of Jesus
Christ. I mean isn’t that
what Jesus wants us to
know and live every day?
The ultimate evidence of
our almighty God is our
faith and carry that message forward to a hopeless

world?
The Bible says that’s substance of things hoped for
and the EVIDENCE of
things not seen. When the
world says there is not
hope, there is NO GOD,
what do you have as an
answer? This verse is a
great start. I would hope
that most of us have found
a personal reason to have
hope in our Heavenly Father.
Where is our testimony as
a Church in a world that
sees no hope? I have been
asked more in the last four
months about the reasons
for Hope and Faith than I
can recall in the last thirty
–four years of my short
life.
In a world full of darkness,
let’s be a light for Jesus.

AUGUST 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2 9:00-Sunday
School
9:45 Trinity Kids
Choir Kick Off
Party

3

4

5

6

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Facebook Live
Bible Study 7:00

Church Boards7:00

10:30-Worship
Service

99:00-Sunday
School

9:45 Trinity Kids
Choir
10:30-Worship

9:45 Trinity Kids
Choir
10:30-Worship

8

14

15

21

22

Church Bus.
Meeting-8:00

10

11

12

13

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

18

19

20

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

25

26

27

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Facebook Live
Bible Study 7:00

169:00-Sunday 17
School

7

Church Office
Hours: 9-1

Diaper Depot 911

Facebook Live
Bible Study 7:00

5:00-BBQ at Bri-

239:00-Sunday 24
School
9:45 Trinity Kids
Choir
10:30-Worship

Church Office
Hours: 9-1
Facebook Live
Bible Study 7:00

309:00-Sunday 31
School

Church Office
9:45 Trinity Choir Hours: 9-1

10:30-Worship

Facebook Live
Bible Study 7:00

28

29

First Baptist In the Community
Mitchell Fair Grounds—Eight churches united in worship on Sunday, August 26
to bring praise and worship to the valley. In times of trouble, we are reminded
that music the love language given to us from God that unites all sects, denominations and people under the power of our Almighty.
First Baptist Church of Scottsbluff participated by hosting the Prayer Room. Pastor Ben Poole, Gene Hill and Patrick Fleeman volunteered to pray with participants and offer hope in a time that seems hopeless for some.
The praise band offered songs in an “A.C.T.S” format. This format simply means
adoration, confession, thanksgiving and supplication.

First Baptist Church continues to be a beacon of light and hope for our community. Ministries such as Diaper Depot, Fire Fighter’s Ministry and the Food Ministry
continues to grow and proper. Other opportunities exist in visiting with church
family or calling those in facilities that cannot entertain visitors. Providing a lifeline to the community is how we show Jesus lives today.

BRIAN RING HOSTS
ANNUAL CHURCH BBQ
Brian Ring has graciously
agreed to host the Annual
Church Barbeque on Sunday, August 16 at 5:00.
This has become an annual exciting event for all
of the church. Brian looks
forward to hosting the
church family and friends
during different events
throughout the year and
particularly this event.
Members are asked to
provide a side dish or
dessert as they are able
but please do not let this
be a barrier to your attendance. There will be
plenty of food. The deacons are providing the
meat.
Thanks again goes to Brian for agreeing to be a
wonderful host this year!
We truly appreciate your
service to the church.
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Trinity Children’s Choir Resumes August 2nd
First Baptist Church is excited to invite all children ages 4 through entering
sixth grade to return to children’s choir beginning Sunday, August 2nd.
Safety measures for safe social distancing have been put in place and a fun
kick off party has been planned to commemorate the event!
Lacey Fleeman is excited to return as the children’s choir director for the
second year. Joining her this year as Assistant Choir Director is Maddie
Hill! Maddie has is quite accomplished at sixteen musically and plays trumpet her high school band and also reads music very well. Maddie also has a
very kind, easy going nature with young children.
The children accomplished so much in the 2019-2020 year. The main goal
was to learn how to praise Jesus and “Make Some Noise”. I think it’s safe to
say the whole church heard the children making noise on at least a couple
of occasions and they were proud of themselves! In our short time together
(Thanks to Covid!) We managed to perform two praise songs in the fall semester, an entire Christmas program and a duet on Easter Sunday.
This year the theme will be “Worker Bees for Jesus”. We will continue
building on the lessons from last year and performing as Covid 19 allows.
We will also learn eight important “Bee-Attitudes” with corresponding Bible Verses. I have also picked out our Christmas program and as long as
Covid 19 allows, I am very excited to begin working on this towards the end
of September.

This is going to be a fantastic year with many blessings ahead for us as
teachers and your children. Please encourage regular attendance. We meet
Sundays from 9:45-10:20 and I will get them from their Sunday School
room. Temporarily we are meeting in the Spanish Classroom to allow for
Social Distancing. Children may wear masks if you feel safer that way.
Maddie and I look forward to seeing everyone in choir!
God Bless You All!

Lacey Fleeman
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First Baptist Church Funny Page
(AKA Covid-19 Can’t Keep Us Frowning!)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF SCOTTSBLUFF
Weekly Activities
Sundays:
Breakfast 7:30-8:30
Sunday School 9-10
Worship Service 10:30-12
Mondays:
Topical Bible Study (Verlie
Wagner’s Home) 6:30 PM
Wednesdays:
Fellowship Meal 6:00 PM
Praise Team 7 PM
Fridays: Bible Study Fellowship Hall

First Baptist Church of
Scottsbluff
3009 Avenue I
Scottsbluff, Nebraska 693614477

Phone: (308) 635-2548

Email:
fbcscottsbluff@gmail.com
Website:
www.firstbaptistscottsbluff.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
firstbaptistofscottsbluff

FIRST REMINDER
NEWSLETTER

OUR COVENANT AS MEMBERS OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Having been led by the Holy Spirit into a new relationship with God
through faith in Jesus Christ, and having repented of our sins and trusted
in Jesus for our salvation, we now commit ourselves to walk in newness of
life.
As members of one Body in Christ, we now know God’s grace and his
claim on our lives. Therefore, we joyfully accept this Covenant as an expression of our faith, trusting the Holy Spirit to help us as we fulfill our
Covenant to Christ and his Church
We acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus over every area of our life, and the
power of the indwelling Spirit to strengthen and direct us in all we do. We
will seek to be faithful in personal prayer and Bible Study, to maintain a
devotional life, and to educate our childrWe agree to serve our brothers
and sisters in Christ, and to remember each other in prayer. We will share
each other’s joys and sorrows, and be patient with each other’s weaknesses and failures. We will be slow to criticize or take offense, but quick
to ask and give forgiveness. We will be gracious in speech, and seek to
build up one another through the expression of love. en in the Christian
faith. In work and action, we will share our faith in Christ as opportunity
allows, seeking the salvation of our relatives and friends.
We will meet together regularly to worship, study, pray, and observe the
ordinances of Baptism and Communion. We will seek the love and unity
of the Holy Spirit in our fellowship, encouraging one another in spiritual
growth. Recognizing that our time, abilities and resources are all a trust
from God, we will be faithful in stewardship, contributing regularly and
cheerfully to support the ministry of our Church, to help the poor, and to
spread the Gospel at home and around the world.
We will seek to direct all our behavior in obedience to the Great Commandment – that we love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength,
and our neighbors as ourselves. We will be honest and gentle in our dealings with all persons. We will seek the direction of the Holy Spirit in every
matter, and when convinced that any personal attitude, habit, or activity is
harmful to ourselves or others, we will make every effort to correct it.
We will seek to direct all our behavior in obedience to the Great Commandment – that we love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength,
and our neighbors as ourselves. We will be honest and gentle in our dealings with all persons. We will seek the direction of the Holy Spirit in every
matter, and when convinced that any personal attitude, habit, or activity is

